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Abstract:

The study aimed to present a semiotic reading of the theatrical text entitled “The
King Comes Out”, translated by: Samiha Bahjat, by the international playwright
“Eugene Ionesco”, and to identify how to employ the mechanisms of metatheatre
to crystallize the theme of inevitability and rebellion within the theatrical text (the
subject of the study), by monitoring the following textual techniques: (the
semiotics of the title, the author’s name and its significance, the role of theatrical
instructions, the identity of the dramatic characters and their position, and trying to
extrapolate their connotations hidden behind the space of the dramatic text, the spatio-
temporal structure and its relationship with the characters within the theatrical text).
This study belongs to the analytical studies, and the mechanisms of the semiotic
approach were used; To explore the connotations of the active elements of the play's
textual structure, the study's most important findings are:
- The semantic use of the title of the translated text, "The King Comes Out," played a
significant role in presenting the author's case. The title was employed as a semantic
signal expressing the decline of French colonial control. It was written in a style that
mimics reality, a sarcastic, mocking style adopted by UNESCO to express positions
stemming from the heart of the crises interacting from all sides when writing the play in
1962. He maintained the idea of a theatrical text by balancing the fall of King Berenger
I with the decline of French colonial control, especially after World War I1. Although
the play also falls under the category of absurd drama, it addresses a problem that has
existed since the beginning of creation, continues to exist, and will continue to exist:
man's confrontation with death.
- The author's self-awareness appears within the theatrical text as a fundamental feature
of metatheatrical theory, utilizing all its tools and techniques. In an attempt to break all
the social and moral restrictions that restrict human freedom, which are inconsistent
with the idea of existence, trying to provide different interpretations away from
narration and affectation in order to reach the truth about the meaning of existence.

Keywords: Inevitability. Rebellion« the Metatheatre« Drama of the absurd . Eugene lonesco.
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